YOUTH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
CHALLENGE

Pitch-up: Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge
Awarding Ceremony
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Organised by MEERY Project




Recitation of Holy Quran

Introduction
Master of Ceremony

Welcome Remarks
Mr. Ali Shareef, Project Manager, MEERY Project

Video presentation on "Pitch-Up: Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge"

Address by the Minister
Dr. Ibrahim Hassan, Hon. Minister of Higher Education

Presentation of Awards to Winners

Remarks from Judges
Hilal Agil, Founder & President at The Eco Org

Address by the Chief Guest
Mr. Salah Shihab
Co-founder & Managing Director of Voyages Maldives
Pvt Ltd and Seagull Group

Video presentation on "Pitch-Up: Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge" Winners

Lunch



The Pitch-up competition
welcomed proposals in

the fields of

Information and

Communication

Technologies

/p Tourism
Tourism Related
Construction

¥

<g>

Agriculture
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ABOUT
PITCH-UP?

The competition was launched
on 05 April 2021

Fostering  technical and  vocational  skills
development and promoting youth entrepreneurship
in priority sectors is a key objective of the Maldives:
Enhancing Employability and Resilience of Youth
(MEERY) project. Financed by the World Bank,
MEERY project is jointly implemented by the Ministry
of Higher Education and Ministry of Economic
Development.

MEERY project’s “Pitch-up: Youth Entrepreneurship
Challenge” is a nationwide business pitch
competition that was opened to all Maldivian young
men and women between 18-35 years, designed with
a goal in mind: to promote entrepreneurship among
Maldivian youth.

“Pitch-Up:  Youth Entrepreneurship  Challenge”,
invited Maldivian youth to submit innovative, feasible
and sustainable entrepreneurship ideas as solutions
to local and global problems.

The competition welcomed innovative
entrepreneurship ideas that respond to government's
COQOVID-19 response priorities.

Winners of the competition are eligible to receive
financial grant assistance of up to MVR 600,000 to
launch their start-ups.
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LEGAL
ARCHIVE

AHMED AFRAH ISMAIL

Information and Communication

Technologies Sector

GRANT
WINNER
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YUSREE ABDUL JALEEL
YASRA JALEEL
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Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



AGRO
VENTURES

AHMED ZAYAN HABEEB
IBRAHIM LAMEER ABDUL BAREE

GRANT
WINNER



THE NET ZERO
INITIATIVE

EIMA WASEEM
IFHAM ADAM IBRAHIM

GRANT
WINNER



MOHAMED MAHIL
UMAR BASIL

Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



AN

SYLLABI

JUMAIL MOHAMED

Information and Communication

Technologies Sector

GRANT
WINNER



WOODb
STUDIO MV

AISHATH SHUAILA RASHEED

FIRUSHANA NASEEM

GRANT
WINNER



RAAJJE
FARMS

MARIYAM SHAMHATH ALI

AMAN HALEEM
MOHAMED ISMAIL

GRANT
WINNER



ADVENTURE
UuP

SHAM NASEER
MOHAMED RIMAH RASHEED
MOHAMED AFZAL LIRAR

Tourism Sector

GRANT
WINNER



FEHI FARM
(HYDROPON- |
ICS FARM) | i *

HUDA FAHEEM

GRANT
WINNER



HARVST
HYDROFARM

MOHAMED RAFHAN ISMAIL

Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



THE GAMMA
COMPANY

ABDULLA MUBAAH
ALI HABEEB
HUSSAIN IBRAHIM

GRANT
WINNER



AHMED SAAIF
AZHEEN WAHEED
AHMED ZAYAAN

GRANT
WINNER



ARIFIYAALHO

MOHAMED URWATH
HASSAN SHIRHAAN

Tourism Related Construction §
Sector

GRANT
WINNER



LA BELLE

AMINATH SHIFRA

FATHIMATH LAMHA

GRANT
WINNER



AROMATO

ZAAIN ALI WAHEED A
MOHAMED ALI JINAD 4
AHMED JINAN ALI

GRANT
WINNER



AURA RESORT
WEAR

AISHATH YUSFA ATHIF

GRANT
WINNER



FUTURE
AGRO

IBRAHIM ZAMEER MOHAMED

Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



LOBSTER

FARMING

WISHAL MOHAMED
MOHAMED ZAMEEN
ABDULLAH RASHEED

GRANT
WINNER



KOVELI

IBRAHIM LUAYYU MOHAMED
AHMED KHUSAAM
MOHAMED RAISAAN MAMDHOOH

GRANT
WINNER



MUDUVAH

ABDUL ALEEM HASSAN
AHMED NAZEEH MOHAMED
AHMED ANIS ISMAIL

Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



FEHI HIYAA

SAMAAH MUJUTHABA

Agriculture Sector

GRANT
WINNER



MOHAMED AZLAN ZAHIR
AHMED AIHAM SHIYAM

GRANT
WINNER



JUDGING
An Independent PAN E L

Judging Panel

The Pitch-up judging panel
was selected with great care.
We looked for individuals that
represent a unique
combination of experiences,
skills, and talents in our
priority sectors—Tourism,
Tourism related construction,
Agriculture, and Information
Communications Technology.

Dr. Zia Uddin
Ahmed

The selection panel was
tasked with selecting the most
creative and innovative new
ideas.




Rifaath Hassan is a graduate in
agriculture science and a
researcher. She is passionate about
the transformation of food systems
and local food movement and has
been working in both the public and
private sector contributing her
expertise in the field of, food
security for island nations, organic
farming and climate change
adaptation on agriculture. Currently
she is conducting a study on
traditional crops (taro) in the
southern most islands of the
Maldives in relation to sustaining
island level food security. Rifaath is
also the co-founder of an urban
farming initiative (Sq.Ft) as a start
up in ClimateLaunchpad.

JUDGING
PANEL

Fareeha Shareef is a co-founder and
director at FJS, a Consultancy, Tax
and Assurance firm based in the
Maldives. She has 20 years of
experience in strategic management,
financial and business planning,
auditing, training and socio-
economic research. Fareeha has
worked with prominent public, private
& international organizations
inc|uding UNDP, FAO, IFAD, WHO,
World Bank & ADB. She has served as
Chairperson of Bank of Maldives PLC
and on the boards of MPAO & HDFC.
She is currently a Board of Director at
Ooredoo Maldives PLC and CBM.

Fareeha is a Fellow Member of the
ACCA, UK and a Council Member of
CA Maldives.



Hilal Agil is the founder and president
of The Eco Organization, an
environmental non-profit
organization founded in the Maldives
focused on leveraging technology
and innovation for climate action.
Interested in technology and music
from a young age, he has launched
and led successful technology
companies in London and California
including Meanwise, Inc. and Squelo,
LTD as the CEO and Co-founder. Hilal
co-founded the Maldivian heavy
metal band Nothnegal and has been
honored with a National Youth Award
by the president of the Maldives for
his contributions to Maldivian
performing arts. Hilal studied
Engineering and specialized in Data
Science - Artificial Intelligence from
the University of Oxford.

JUDGING
PANEL

Naradha Rajakarunais an
experienced financial management
specialist in various business dynamics
including business planning & analysis,
organizational re-engineering,
merger & acquisition integration,
performance measurement, resource
management, growth strategy
development and project
management. He possesses multi-
industrial exposure in oil & trade,
travel & tourism, resorts & airport, IT &
software, and telecommunications in
Sri Lanka and Maldives. Based in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Naradha is a
Fellow Member of IPA Australia and
IFA UK. He holds an EMBA from the
ICFAI University, India., along with
CIMA UK qualification.


mailto:naradha80@gmail.com
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